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From the Chair

At our recent Annual General Meeting, your committee was able to report on another successful year for

Woking Area U3A. Our membership numbers and finances are healthy, and our strong reserves have

enabled us to reduce our annual fe e. This last year also saw an 18% increase in group session fees wh ich
is great T not so much for the extra income but that it indicates that more members are participating in

group sessions.

This year we have just shy of 100 groups. However, we will alway s try to accommodate ideas for new
ones. If you have an idea for a new subject group, do please get in touch with Cathy Wooden, our Groups
Secretary. For exampl e, who might be interested in a 6S

enjoy testingy our mental mettle in a Quiz group?

I would really like to extend a warm welcome to our new members. Every one of our members whether
new or veteran has a I|ifetime of valuable experience to
for years before you  getinvolved. So, ask yourself what you can do to contribute. It may be a small thing

like helping to count group session fees or stacking chairs but there is nothing to stop new members from

starting new groups. We now have aientdd group yeéders willscoaghtypu wh er
through the mechanics of runni ng a group. Last but not least, | would encourage new members to consider

using our on -line renewal system should they wish to re -join next year. It saves a great deal of effort for

your Mem bership Secretary and reduces postage costs.

We have attempted in the last year to ameliorate the difficulties experienced by members who are hard

of hearing. The hope is that members with hearing problems will be better able to enjoy their experience

with WAU3A. There is, of course, no magic bullet but if you are experi encing difficulties
in silence T speak to your group leader.

P

| do need to remind everyone that it is essential that members, when going to their first session, show

thei r membership cards. This is not that your chairman is being pernic kety, but rather that it is an
insurance issue. The exception to this is that carers can attend Monthly Meetings and group sessions free

of charge and will be covered. However, carers will n eed to pay their way for outings and holidays.

Many of you will ha ve noticed that a monthly e -mail bulletin is now being sent to those members who
have registered email addresses with WAU3A. If you have changed your email address recently, do please
make s ure you let our Membership Secretary know.

| 6m al so pl eauscetdat RooWhitehand has been elected as our new Treasurer and Peter Grieve

has been elected to replace Judith Ratcliffe as our Committee Secretary. Our former Treasurer, Dave

Andrew, ha s kindly agreed to stay on the committee to advise me and bring hi S expertise to bear on
special projects. After many years of faithful service to WAU3A and following the sad loss of her husband,

Malcolm, Gill Head has decided to step down from her role as Groups Treasurer where she very
competently looked after the fina nces for outings and theatre trips.

| do believe that we have good reason to look forward to life as we enjoy the learning experience and
friendships we gain from the U3A movement and Wokin g Area U3A in particular.

Keep warm and have a lovely Christmas.

Andrew Hill,

chairman@wokingareau3a.co.uk
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MOTOe.

Alert: Monkey Mechanics at Work

It was a sign that the kind of safari member s of
MOTO (Members On Their Own) were on was
not of the kind Sir David Attenborough would be
commenting on.

But with only a two -hour coach ride to reach
their destination, instea  d of hours spent flying to
Africa, the 30 -plus group were not complaining
as t hey experienced the Safari Drive - Through at
Longleat in Wiltshire.

While the antics of the monkeys were more play
than work as they rode on car roofs or clung to
wing mirrors, it was all part of the contrasting scene unfolding during the tour. While lio n and

tiger spotting had pride of place, giraffes, a lone elephant, a sombre -
looking rhino, and deer bein g fed from car windows made for an
absorbing experience. YT :

In contrast, but no less attention -grabbing,
was a walk through the majestic interior of

the near 450 year old Longleat House, living
testimony to the craftsmanship and creativity of the past.

Maureen Thomas, a legend in her own right, when it comes to organising visits for MOTO
members, was warmly thanked for arranging the expedition.
Maurice Lep pard

GermanCon ver sati oné.

The German Conversation Group was set up by Marion Ho -Yen in the 1990s, we can't
remember precisely what year it was. She led it for many years until Lionel Barnes took over
from her in 2013. The group thrived and became too big, solwas ask ed to try and start a second

one. "My" group are about half a dozen people who attend regularly. They all speak enough
German by now to be able to make themselves understood in case they travel in Germany. It
helps that there are three n ative Germans in  the group, so that mistakes can be easily detected
and corrected.

To keep the conversation going, we have introduced

a scheme, so that in alphabetical order everyone has

to produce a little piece beginning with a certain

letter, whichis  thenread outat the next meeting and
talked about, so everybody gets a chance to speak.

This sort of "homework" should keep our minds
active even when we are not together. Quite often

things become very funny and there is a lot of
hilarity. | have more or less givenup ongrammar , it
is very difficult indeed.

LS

The German Conversation Group No. 1 is more or less the same, all have been members for
many years and nobody has left, so they must enjoy it. Long may we continue!
Anke Blackburn

In democracy it's your vote that counts.
In feudalism it's your count that votes.
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What do you call a fish with no eyes? A fsh.




Latin Intermediateé.

If the thought of Latin conjures up memories fr onansoc hoaora so fandoraa
Kenned¥disg Pilmer 6 t hen think again! Our Ekatimalntdrmedatet har
Group meets Wednesday mornings every fortnigh t for two hours. Most of the group studied

Latin to O L evel or A Level when at school and | work them hard to revive their not entirely

forgotten knowledge. We study from a text book designed for sixth formers and adults (as a

former Classics Teacher | fin  d this essential), sometimes reading adapted Latin whic h as the

book progresses becomes less so or the real thing - with some help. Our text book is very
comprehensive with |l ots of grammati cal practice to
have al so studied some of the poems of Catullus, Martial and O vid, Latin mottoes and
abbreviations, solved Latin crosswords, learnt how to decipher Roman tombstones as well as

Roman Curse tablets and laughed at some Latin tattoos inked on famous celebrities , e.g.
Angelina Jolie (while drunk in Amsterdam) had inscribe d on her stomach, " quod me nutrit me
destruit " meaning "What nourishes me also destroys me" . David Beckham's Latin phrase is on

his left inner forearm. The phrase reads, " Ut Amem

Et Foveam "meaning"So thatIlove and cherish." The
group has also studied daime o
Italian dictionary, the Lexicon Recentis Latinitatis,

which includes not only divine diction but modern

terms that have had no equal in Latin. Did you know

that a playboy is fiuvenis voluptarius 0 ? Needl es
say, group members had great fun inventing their

own versions.

For a change we listened to one of the weekly Latin
news broadcasts from Finland in Nuntii Latini (Latin
News) and a s an assignment the group had to create th eir own topical news items

Here are some comments from group members:

1 Apart from all the Latin we've learned from Classical literature and
mythology, I've particularly enjoyed some of our "fun" exercises
like looking atthe  Vatican's dictionary of moder n terms. "Hot dog"
is "pastillum botello fartum" - yes, really!

1 My numbers have improved since playing games of Bingo in Latin!

f 16ve found our sessions worthwhil y
improved. Through learning to scan l i nes of P O (e
appreci ated the expertise that the Romans used when creating
their great works of literature. Caroline Bowden

I've driven cross Puzzle Picture o Where?.....

country with my

wife, three kids
and a dog. |
know what a
hard drive is.

N

I don't think
you even know
what a hard
drive is.




Painting for Pleasure é.

fiPainting for Pleasure 0 is a good name for our (gfmpleasye catsfouwe do
twice-weekly sessions. ltéds been running for a year
when the group leader decided that, after a few years, it was time to hand it over for others to

run. A small group of us volunteered to t ake on registration, refreshments and key duties and

| was asked to handle the fAi deasbo.

Before the end of the previous year, member s came u
to cover in our new format and, at our first session in the 2017/18 year, t hey all received a
programme for that term and also at the start of

each subsequentterm . Most of our members like

to paint in watercolour but
other media such as pastels, charcoal, pencils ,

etc and are not averse to being challenged !

After asking for suggestions for the 2018/19

year, there was no shortage of new ideas put
forward including, for exar
ilight and shadedo and #Apub
No tuition is involved but
encouragement and useful ti ps. Due to limited
space, webre only a small

seem to encourage every one to happily feel at
ease and offer comments and suggestions.

Our refreshment break gives us a good
opportunity to wander around the room to see

how everyone else is doing. As
usually using the same t
how differentand  creative the work is!

For our last session of the year, in June, members were asked to bring in some of the work that

theydédd done over that yeardrespoiisk that we hadantore warkcthanvee g o o
had space to show it all! The photos show a se lection of what was displayed which elicited a lot
of pleasurable comments.

Sheila Clark
Womenés and Genderé Hi story
Do women have a history? How and in what ways d oes it differ from mends’
| argely been excluded from history books, history c

roles vary from place to place or over hidlorymeaige ouHo w
interpretation of past socie  ties? What happens if we treat men as a gender rather than assuming
that they are the norm, or that their experiences define the past? Do we understand the past

differently then, and, if so, how? Studying the history of women changes our understanding of
what history actually is, and its significance to our lives today. These are some of the questions
the U3A group Womendés and Gender History will addre

Much has been made recentl y of vememntesincd/20dBeigttie hun@Badthf r a g e
anniversary of the Representation of the People Act of 1918 which granted the vote to all men

twenty -one and over (regardless of property ownership status) and to some women (with age,

marital status and property qualific ations). Nati onal womenOaslaeuih f r a
the United States, although meaningful access to suffrage for women (and men) of colour,

especially African Americans, did not come until the Civil Rights Movement that followed World

War Il. The fight for the vote encoded issues of class, rac e, age, genderand nationality issues,



as the use of the franchise still does. Perhaps surprisingly, some women in the United States
actively fought against enfranchising women.

Subsequently, it has become ¢ lear that gender is only one factor in explaini ng womenods Vv
behaviour and the treatment of women by society. Hillary Clinton lost the 2016 presidential

election despite women being over half the electorate. The best article | ever wrote (and never

publ i shed) was entitled O6Why RiOIlLI6ampy eGliidrethdn aworeltect
| pulled it in the wee hours when it became clear she lost the race to Donald Trump in an election

battle in which gender played an important role.

As far back as the historical record exists we see signifi cant differences i n wol
roles and place in society. Enfranchi sement and wor
aspects of womends history. However, t heplicatedpaternst an g
It flows through all aspects of the past: social, political, cultural and economic. Most people

assume that women did not work until World War | or Il, yet concentration on employment

outside the home masks wo me n dosomie aontfibutiens. Tlerhdtorwad r i e d
women does not move in a straight line from no rights to many, nor has it been a matter of

women gaining more rights over time; they have lost them as well. A focus on formal political

inclusion (the vote) hides previou s versions of political influence and activism.

Women may have had much more power in the past even when they had few legal rights. To

take but one set of comparisons: Queen Elizabeth | had real political power; Queen Victoria gave

her name to an era but h  ad little effective power during it. Queen Eliz abeth Il has no formal
political power but may have influenced our time in ways that stretch beyond the political.

The chronol ogical and geographical focus of this USZ
interests. | am a historian whose research cen tres principally on the United States, but also

includes Britain and the Americas. Members of the group are encouraged to give talks on

historical topics that intrigue them regardless of geographical location. We may examine
womenods soci al adealours,dhleii educatian/art, enasic, and cultural participation.

Initially, we will use a lecture and discussion format, with presentations by group members

driving the topics we consider once we get going. | look forward to your participation in this

group.

Jay Kleinberg

Tech support: How may | help you?

Customer: I'm writing my first email.

Tech support: OK, and what seems to be the problem?

Customer: Well, | have the letter 'a’ in the address, but how do | get the little circle around it?

r |
"Live your life and
forget your age.”

WHAT MAKES MY HEART SING

&——l




Visit by the Astronomy Group to The Mullard Space Science Laboratory

The Ast r onomy Gprogiapesoften includes a visit to an appropriate astronomy related
site - we've twice been to the South Downs Planetarium at Chichester and once to the
Planetarium at G reenwich.

This time the target venue was virtually on our doorstep! The Mullard Space Science Laboratory
(MSSL) at Holmbury St Mary which we visited one evening in March 2018. We received a very

warm welcome and were treated to three talks and a walk roun d the site.

M5® # The first talk was a very professional introduction
by Dr Co lin Forsyth describing the beginnings of
the MSSL.

In 1957 Sir Harrie Massey of UCL directed the first
Skylark rocket experiments. In 1962 Massey led

a team from UCL, Imperial College London, the
University of Birmingham and the University of
Leicester tha tdeveloped many of the instruments

on Ariel 1, the world's first multinational
spacecraft. By 1966 the demands had outgrown

the laboratory space available in London and
Massey asked his colleague, Robert Boyd, to set
up a laboratory, with generous funding from the
British electronics company Mullard.

At that time Boyd was the leading British researcher in space science. Joint funding from Mullard

and UCL led to the expansion of his re search programme and resulted in the creation of the
Mullard Space Scienc e Laboratory (MSSL) in 1966. Dedicated premises were selected near
Dorking , Surrey inan oak -panelled house at Holmbury St. Mary, set in beauti ful grounds, where
the laboratory has been based ever since and where now 200 scientists and engineers work.

The view from the patio to the South is superb (see photo)

and partofth e original walled garden can be seen although
much of it has been built on . The original swimming pool
is retained and used by the staff.

The second talk was from Chris Brockley -Blatt, Solar Wind
Analyser Project Manager, who was extremely
enthusiastic. S he is coordinating a team responsible for
constructing the tah LAhdWSes Bydtem E
(EAS), which is part of the Solar Wind Analysers Suite on

the forthcoming European Space Agency (ESA) and
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)
Solar Orbiter Mission spacecraft.

The team comprises Engineers and Scient ists from several sites and it
ensure that the component parts are progressed to come together for final assembly and testing.

Interestingly the prototy pe EAS was built in an
inexpensive plastic case which is used to house the

various components throughout the development and

testing stages. Whereas the final instrument will be

housed in an expensive aluminium case to protect the

delicate electronic comp  onents from high radiation in

the spacecraft.

The trip round the laborato ries was interesting, firstly

to the Electro -Static Discharge Integration laboratory
where Dr Gethyn Lewis described how they test all the
equipment.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dorking
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surrey

We had to put on special coat s that prevent
discharges (like when you walk on a carpet and
touch a filing cabinet and you can feel the crack

as you discharge). The instruments are tested
with other components from the US and
Italy. The EAS had finished its tests and had just
been shi pped to Italy for more testing with other
components. Two ide ntical final EAS
instruments will be made, one to go in the
spacecraft and the other will be kept at the ESA
control buildings in case they need to investigate

any problems which will need a rem ote fix. The
EAS does have some simple software written by
MSSL which can be altered by commands from

the ground when the space ship is in orbit.

The second visit was to two clean rooms which are used

for the a ssembly, test and integration of space fligh t
hardware components, instruments and structures.

The presente rs, Theo Brochant de Villiers and Julia
Gaudelli, told us a lot about the classification of the
clean rooms which are kept at positive pressure to keep

the dust out and the air conditioning is laminar flow
from floor to ceiling so that any dust does not se ttle on
horizontal surfaces. Room temperature and relative
humidity are controlled by a fresh air intake air
conditioning unit fitted with a high efficiency filter.

Apparently, you can leave an item in a clean room for months and it will not gather any d ust
(some ladies present would like their houses to be like that!) . People entering the clean room
must put on special suits which can be very hot to work in.

Dr Gethyn Lewis, Senior Operatio ns Scientist for Solar Orbiter SWA, gave the third talk which

was extremely good and described the quite complex operation of the EAS in a simple manner

so that most of us got an overall understanding of its operation. To putitsimply , aconfiguration
of electrodes has high voltages applied to them to trap the parti cles and divert them to a counter.
His training in the RAF showed in the way that he outlined what he was going to say, said it in a

clear manner and then responded in detail to questions.

The central control for building the spacecratft is in Holland
(par t of ESA) where they coordinate the design of the
spacecraft including supply of electrical power, heating

and cooling, etc , to the various components and
instruments in the spacecratt. The p art being financed by
NASA is strictly controlled to budget and programme,

whereas the control of the part being financed by ESA is
less stringent.

John Axtell, the Astronomy Group Leader, asked for
comments from those attending which have been fed back
to MSSL.

And finally, we all agreed that they are a very nice bunch of people!

Derek Berriman



SHAKESPEARE - our greatest writer
Have you been enjoying the BBC 206s s

The US3A Shakespeare Discussion Group has relished how it
depicts Shakespeareds friends and f
influencing the writing of his plays. The title is a cryptic reference from

a work by one of Shakespeareds rival
Robert Greenewhois  hisnemesisinthe sitcom. Greene was criticizing
Shakespeare as an actor who dared to write plays and thought he

could write as well as university educated playwrights.

The sitcom shows Shakespeareds frie

Marlowe. In real lif e Shakespearewasve ry influenced

work and paid tribute to him in AiAs You Liinkeonlet oof

speeches which alludes to Marl oweds death over an u
The Shakespeare Discussion Group was conceived over 3 years ago by my husband, Brian

Buckle. After his death | stepped in to lead the Group. There had been an earlier U3A

Shakespeare Group studying in depth the text of the plays. The focus of the current group is

broader with more discussion and examining the themes and topics of the plays. We view film ed
productions available on DVDs. We also consider Sh
influence on our culture.

Meetings are held monthly. Members are asked to read or re -read the plays and individuals are
encouraged to lead th e discussion on a pl ay or summarise the plot, but there is no pressure to
do so. Our discussions are relaxed and friendly and enjoyed by all.

Information is sparse about the life and career of the man generally acknowledged to be the

greatest writer in the English language. H e was a major poet of two narrative poems: AVenus ar
Adoniana@T e Rape of ardwfcsoneetseAbove all he was a poetic dramatist, the

author or part author of 40 plays.

Shakespeare was extremely successful in the theatre world of his time. His pl ays had great box
office appeal and were so commercially successful that they made him wealthy and enabled him

to buy various properties and retire in 1612, aged 48, to his home town of Stratford. He wrote

little after his retirement ex cept in 1613 to coll aborate with John Fletcher on Henry VIII.
Shakespeare died in 1616.

Shakespeareds claim to f ame

Germaine Greer, the writer and a university academic, puts it very aptly and succinctly when

she says 0 Shakes pepopagandista s he did hot varite pla ys as vehicles for his own

ideas. Rather he developed a theatre of dialectical conflict, in which idea is pitted against idea

and from that friction a deeper understanding of the issues emerges. The resolution which is

reachedisnott he negationofconfi ct, but the stasis produced by ar

We will all have our personal views on what makes Shakespeare a great playwright. First and

foremost, he was a great storyteller of every kind of story: history, tragedy, comedy, love,
melodrama, ad venture and even fair vy stories. Secondly, his plays are all about life and the full
range of human emotion. Every emotion is somewhere in his plays: pride, love, lust for power,

ambition, hate, death, grief, revenge, jealousy, murder and with the addition of sex, magic and
my stery. Furthermore, Shakespeare is able to address the range of human experience in such
eloquent and profound language. All these attributes give him a universal appeal and lasting

relevance and make it possible for modern productions of his plays to refl ect contemporary
concerns.

Postscript
The Shakespeare Discussion Group has a few vacancies so please contact me on my mobile
number 07950 084693 if you are interested in joining us.

Delia Buckle



| contend that for a nation to try to tax itself into pros  perity is like a man standing in a bucket

and trying to lift himself up by the handle.
Winston Churchill

STUDY DAY é e

More than a dozen members of the Jazz Appreciation Group joined several hundred music
enthusiasts from all over the country at Westminster Cathedral Hall in Central London for our
latest study day.

The event was organised by Mike Rance, our new National Jazz Coordinator, and featured the
poll -winning saxophonist Alan Barnes and his eight -piece band, with the slightly tongue - in-
cheek title of the ANCOMPLETE History of Jazzd

As well as being a world -class sax player, Alan could probably make a living as a stand -up
comedian, so put the audience at ease with some off -colour jokes. All of the band are leaders i n
their own right and are the ve ry best UK

instrumentalists, including Pyrford -based
trombonist, Mark Nightingale.

The day kicked off with the octet playing the tune

6l ndi anabd whi ch was writte
continued with music of the twenties, thirties and
forties , representing tradit  ional, swing and bebop
genres. The morning session concluded with the
Charles Mingus composition
This was first recorded in 1959 as a protest

against the racist governor of Arkansas who

refused to integra te schools in that state. Alan
dedicated this to dalll i di ot
I wonder who he had in mind?

The afternoon session was | argely devot e
including his Charles Dickens inspiseach 6A
of the playersrepresente d a character from the novel

/,\ baritone sax playing the continuing motif
Ll _ _ _ N
Group regul ar, Richard Davis said fAlt wa
band managed to inform, educate and entertai n us allo.

Whilst the venue was  architecturally impressive, acoustically it was somewhat less so. We are
hoping that for future study days, which we anticipate being an annual event, a more conducive
concert hall could be found, but nonetheless it was a gr eat day, which everyone enjoyed.

Gerry Lupton

Today a man knocked on my door and asked for a small
donation towards the local swimming pool. | gave him a
glass of water.

2o )

If you think nobody cares whether you're alive,
try missing a couple of  payments.



